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The General Baptist State Convention of North Carolina,
Incorporated, was founded in 1867. In its more than 125 years
of existence, it has become one of the premier African-
American institutions in the nation. Comprised of nearly
500,000 Baptists, in more than 1,500 churches across the
state of North Carolina, this Convention is a major voice for
Christian witness and service in the southeastern United
States. Headquartered in Raleigh, North Carolina, the
Convention provides substantial financial support for state
missions, foreign missions, and Christian education. Through
its member Churches, the Convention helps to undergird the
work of foreign missions, a private university, a seminary, and
a children’s home. Under its state missions banner, the
Convention (through the parent body and its auxiliaries)
sponsors and directS numerous programs, special projects,
support services, training opportunities, evangelism, and
maintains properties adequate to meet the challenge of its
mission and witness.

This book was primarily produced as an aid for the North
Carolina Baptist Ushers Convention (an auxiliary of the
General Baptist State Convention) and the Convention’s
member Churches.

HAYWOOD T. GRAY has served for more than a dozen years
as Pastor of the Shady Grove Baptist Church of Pelham,
North Carolina. An alumnus of Averett College, he had been
elected (at the time of this writing) Fourth Vice President of
the General Baptist State Convention of North Carolina. He
has served on numerous committees of the Convention
including its Executive Committee and General Board. His
distinguished record of service in North Carolina Baptist life
includes his being a former Trustee of Shaw Divinity School
and a Director of the General Baptist Foundation, Inc. This is
his first book.
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